grant from the Council on Library Resources, I had the opportunity to visit more than forty liberal arts colleges. (Yes, the Council on Library Resources does fund research projects submitted by college librarians-albeit jointly with library school faculty members. I still have hopes that some day the Council will support management internships for college librarians but that is the subject of another editorial.) From interviews with chief academic officers and discussions with library directors, I came away very impressed by the role and status many college librarians have at their institutions.
The confidence most chief academic officers at these institutions have in their library directors and the role that many college library directors play should be the envy of librarians at every size and type of academic institution. Many college library directors spoke highly of daily contacts with undergraduates, classroom faculty, and administrators. They communicated respect for their colleagues both within and outside the library. In turn, I gained a sense that this respect was mutual. These library directors frequently expressed strong loyalty to their institution.
Interestingly, many of these college library directors are neither well represented in professional publications nor at national meetings. This is certainly not because they have little to offer in these areas. They can gain their satisfaction from quietly and effectively practicing their profession within a smaller arena.
Talking with these librarians reminded me of Robert Bolt's A Man For All Seasons, which I first saw some twenty years ago while an impressionable undergraduate preparing to be a high school teacher. In the opening scene, Sir Thomas More asks ambitious young Richard Rich, "Why not be a teacher? You'd be a fine teacher. Perhaps even a great one." To this, Rich, seeking a more lucrative and visible position, replies, "And if I was, who would know it?" More answers, "You, your pupils, your friends, God. Not a bad public, that ... "
Writing articles and serving on committees can certainly advance one's standing in the profession and can be personally very satisfying. Nevertheless, a sense of purpose can be easily lost. In the so-called minor leagues our public is more readily identifiable. College librarians meet almost daily with students, classroom faculty, administrators, and staff, who constantly remind us of their library needs. In the minor leagues, as Crash Davis observed, there is a chance to play every day.
Obviously I can overstate the idyllic nature of colleges and the analogy to baseball. Picturesque ivy-covered halls of serene little colleges and the purity and joys of minor league baseball are more the fictions of movies than the facts of reality. Nevertheless, there can be immense gratification in working in the college atmosphere. The skills needed, challenges faced, and goals sought in the academic library minor leagues are not inferior to those of the big leagues-just somewhat different. Where can you turn for help in finding that information? Bowker's A&/ Journals! Offering easy access to current developments in robotics, artificial intelligence, and CAD/CAM, as well as coverage of a multitude of topics related to the environment, energy, and acid rain, Bowker's A&/ Journals provide incisive abstracts drawn from the scientific and technical literature published world-wide. These abstract journals will make research faster and easier and help you do your job better.
Reference Resources for Everyone
Whether your patrons are scientists engaged in research, business people who depend on closely monitored news. public officials involved in policy formulation, or members of the public looking for the hard facts. Bowker's A&/ monthly* Journals provide information on everything from renewable resources to robotic locomotion to waste management, as well as thousands of other topics.
Convenient and Easy-to-Use
Compiled by specialists in their fields, each Journal's abstracts provide an accurate, comprehensive 1 00-word summary of each entry, plus all the bibliographic information needed for further research . With its vast array of current literature, the A&/ Journals free you from time-consuming information searches by allowing patrons to work independently with research sources screened and c0mpiled in one place.
In-Depth Coverage
Indexing over 1,800 scientific. technical, academic. and related journals published in over 50 countries.
Bowker's A&/ Journals also provide access to a wide range of conference proceedings, government studies. patent publications. and other significant, hard-to-find materials. 
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